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I. AUTHORITY 
 

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the enabling provisions of RSA 674:16 and 674:21 relative to 
innovative land use controls.  
 
II. PURPOSE 
 
Aquifers are an essential natural resource and a major source of public drinking water.  Therefore, 
their protection is critical to the Town of Temple to ensure that there is a sufficient and 
sustainable source of safe drinking water for generations to come.  
 
III. DEFINITIONS  
 
Aquifer: A geologic formation composed of rock, sand, or gravel that contains significant 
amounts of potentially recoverable water. 
 
Impermeable Surface: A surface that will not allow any substance to penetrate into the ground 
and is free from cracks.  
 
Regulated Substance: The following is a list of regulated substances:  
petroleum, petroleum products, and substances listed under 40 CFR 302, 7-1-05 edition, 
excluding ammonia, sodium hypochlorite, sodium hydroxide, acetic acid, sulfuric acid, potassium 
hydroxide, potassium permanganate, propane and other liquefied fuels which exist as gases at 
normal atmospheric temperature and pressure. 
 
IV. DELINEATION OF AQUIFER PROTECTION OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 
The extent of the Aquifer Protection Overlay District subject to this ordinance shall be the 
outermost edge of all aquifer deposits designated as stratified drift aquifer on the map entitled 
Town of Temple, NH – Aquifer Protection Overlay District map.  
 
When the actual Aquifer Protection Overlay District boundary is in dispute, the landowner shall 
consult a professional geologist, hydrologist, or other qualified professional to determine more 
accurately the boundary of the Aquifer Protection Overlay District.  It is the obligation of the 
landowner to prove that they are not in an area of stratified drift aquifer.  The Planning Board will 
make the final decision as to whether the disputed property is in the Aquifer Protection Overlay 
District or not. 
 
V.  APPLICABILITY 
 
All activities and uses within the Aquifer Protection District fall within one of the categories 
below.  For any activity/use that does not have a clear distinction as to the category, a 
determination shall be made by Temple’s Planning Board. 
  
      A.  PERMITTED USES/ACTIVITIES 
 
   All uses that are permitted in the underlying Zoning District are permitted herein with the     
    exception of the uses in Section V.B below and provided that such use adheres strictly to the 
   following Performance standards: 
 
 1.  All fertilizer, manure, and compost must be stored by using best management practices as  
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           found in accordance with the Manual of Best Management Practices for Agriculture in  
            New Hampshire, NH Department of Agriculture, Markets, and Food, July 2008, and any  
           subsequent revisions; 
  
      2.  Regulated Substances shall be stored in a tank or closed container located inside a building  
           or if outside, on an Impermeable Surface with a containment berm to capture any leakage  
          or overflows and to protect the tank/closed container from water runoff . Regulated  
           Substances should be a minimum of 75 feet from surface water and storm drains and a 
          minimum of 100 feet from wells. 

 
      B. PROHIBITED USES/ACTIVITIES 
 
    The following uses and activities have been identified as posing a potential threat to the quality   
    of aquifer resources.  Therefore the establishment or operation of these uses and activities are  
    prohibited within the Aquifer Protection District. 

1. Automobile repair or body shop 
2. Floor drains or sinks that directly discharge into the ground 
3. Gasoline station, petroleum bulk plant or terminal 
4. Hazardous waste disposal facility 
5. Motor Vehicle Junkyard  
6. Outdoor storage of road salt or other deicing substances over 1 cubic yard. Quantities 

under 1 cubic yard must be covered. 
7. Solid waste landfill or waste water treatment facility 

 
    C.  PRE-EXISTING USES/ACTIVITIES 
    Any use or activity that does not conform to this ordinance and which was in existence prior to  
    the enactment of this ordinance shall be allowed to continue.  The use or activity shall not,  
    however, be permitted to change or expand unless it is to a more nearly conforming use or  
    activity.  Non-conforming uses or activities must be in compliance with all applicable state and  
    federal requirements, including Env-Wq 401, Best Management Practices Rules. 
 
VI. ENFORCEMENT 
 
Any violation of the requirements of this ordinance shall be subject to the enforcement procedures 
and penalties detailed in RSA 676 or RSA 485-C. 
 
 


